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It is estimat‘ed by the Child Welfare League of America
that one out of every‘ 10 girls in the U;xited States will become a
mother while of high school age or younger. The vast majority
of these mothers keep their babies; therefore, many chilci.ren in
thi§ country are being reared by mothers who are still of school ‘
age, almost 40% of ;avhom are single.

The pregnant teen-age girl has be'come a national.concern
of 'school systéms, for statistics show that over 210, 000. school-
age girls give birth each year in this .countx"y, that their numl?er is
increasing about 3,000 annually, 2 and that pregnancy is the largest
known cause for secondary school girls to dx:op out ;)f, school, B

In California, the married mothers, ages 15-19, totaléd\\
33, 457 (65%); the unma_rried mothers numbered 18, 028 (35%) in
1973, l;Iearly one -third o;.' all mar‘ried teenagers had a ba}by in
‘1973. It is a fact that children born out of wedlock are, to a;r
unusual degree, unplanned and often unwanted. These E:hildrgn
are atypically frequent victims of parental and soci.etal abuse. 3

Dcvelopmentally,' the teen-aged mother's self-concept

may not be particularly well established, While most mothers

1 "Questions and Answers on School-Age Pregnancy,
Consortium on Early Childbearing and Childraising; Child Welfare
League of America, Inc,, Washington, D. C.

2 "Education for the Pregnant Minor, " Harriet Dohrmann
and Helen M. Jones.

.3 Public Education and Research Committee of California,
Berkeley (PERC).
. %4




are probably insecure in the parenting role with their first child,
the young mother is even more inseéure. This insecurity is par-
ticularly likely to occur in young moithers who live with their parents.

Problems involving "growin;g up, " in which rebelliousness
- is combined with dependency, are a ;Epart of adolescence. Ti)e
adolescent girl who is pregnant h.as é\dditional problems-~-the risk
of her health and that of the baby, tl';e interruption of her schooling,
soci-al and psychological risks related tc; family and peer relation-
ships-and her position of dependency. This -comb‘inat_:ion of crises
has a greater impact thén some young girls can handle. C.ompré-
hensive services, then, are needed to mee) the environmental,
medical, social and ed\;cational needs of the individual girl. The
steps taken to help her establi_sh and reach realistic goals will
determine whether or not‘ she will eventually become independent.
‘,C'c.)nsideration‘must be given that pregnant girls are being forced
‘into adult responsibilitie; at a time when they are not yet out of
ciuildhood themselves.

In 1968, the California Education Code Section on physi-
cally handicapped minors was amended to include pr.egnant girls
and to give school districts in _Califor'ni\a the responsibility and
the funds for developing special classes or schools for teen-age
pregnant girls. The special class makes it possible to provide

more educational materials, equipment and interdisciplinary

services. Adolescent pregrancy is a circumstance of life and

|
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requires the services of not only educators, but dlso of health,

welfare, social agencies, etce . -

~

A major defense of the program is the fact that refusing
the pregnant girl the opportunity to complete her education is not
only a denial of the girl's rights, it also damages both the girl and

society through increasing her chances of unemployment, un':de T~

employment and thus, welfare and depéndency.

2

Program Components

San Mateo County, California, with a total area 9‘1’ 553
square miles, forms the major part of t.he San Francisco Peninsula.
It is the second smallest county in land area within the state, but the
fifth most dt,;nso, with .a 1970 population of 556, 234,

South San Francisco is ;vvell known as a major manu‘fa'lcturing
and industrial center for this area of the state,and 'is located contigu-
oﬁs’ to Daly éity, immediately south of San Francisco. The South
San Franciscé Unified School D_ist.rict and the Jefferson Union High
Schc_)ol District are located within the geographic area of;these two
""‘North County" cities.‘ . ‘ -

The San Mateo Union High School District encompasses the
area directly south of South San Francisco, and serves the comr'nuni-
ties of Sab‘Bruno, Millbrae, Plil]sboro’ugh; Burlingame, San Mateo

and Foster City. The major industry in.this area is the San Fran-

cisco Airport. San Mateo Union High School District is considered

a high-wealth district.




South San Francisco Unified School District and Jefferson

Union High School District share jointly in the operation of the Baden
Hiéh'School's School-Age Mothers program, Jefferson students
attending '.h.rough an interdistrict contract with the South Sar‘m Francisco
District. This program is also operated in cooperation with the San
Mateo County Department of Health and Welfare, which s;pplies,
some staff, and the services of the Information, Refex:rail and‘ Service
(-:enter for Pregnant Girls. ‘

The San Mateo Union High School District's School-Age
Mothers program is located, as is the Sf)uth San Francisco/Jefferson .
program, in a continuation high school, Peninsula High School. State

- +

restrictions mandate that' the'School-Aged Mothers Programs ''be
separated from the regular day Z:Iasses. "' The two programs I will
discuss operate their school-aged mothers programs at the cor;tinua-
tion school sites for this reason and because the continuation sch;)ol !
progrz;m:xs have great flexibility.

Although operated differently, the goals and objectives of
these two progrz,:lms are similar and may be paraphrased in the fol-
lowing: ’ ..

GOAL: To providg each pregnant student in the district an

opportunity to earn a high school diploma and prf)vide her with

a marketable entry-level skill for post-secondary employment

cr further educational achievement,




. OBJECTIVES:

1. To help each girl look positively and realistically at the
present and the future and to help her make the best choices in
order to begin a plan for the future‘;‘ )

2. To encourage each girl to continue her education and
graduate from high school, and to aid. her in developing future
educatioral or vocational .plans; .

3, To insure that psychological suppert and guidancé are
available and utilized by the girl;

4. To insure that prenatal and postnatal’ care information

is available and obtained by the girl in an attempt to increase
the chance for a normal pregnancy and childbirth, thereby
protecting the health of both the mother and the })aby;

5. To provide entxly level skills in order to perrit the indi-
vidual to become economically self-sufficient; and

6. To p‘rovirle the girl the oppnrtunity to receive specialized
instruction, guidance'and‘ care from numex:‘ous community
organizations, specia.lizing in support‘ to minors and young
adults, thereby demonstrating a sound interage;xcy approach
to the girl's needs.

To support these needs, the South San Fré.ncisco/Jeffqrs;)n

program has a staff of teacher and psyc}'uo‘logist, suppiied by the

school districts, and a public hcalth nurse and a social worker

attached to the school program through the San Mateo County

8




Department of Health and Welfare. ThelSan Matec District
School-Agc; Mothers Program is staffed by a teacher, nurse‘ry
supcrvisor, half-time school nur-se, and half-time s(:fxool social
\vorke.r, as well as varied community support Aservi.c'es.

In addition to early prenatal care, éducation and coun-
seling, are career education cour‘lseling and train"ing, postngtal
care, family planning information, testing, group couns.eling;,
services to the baby's father : nd services to the girlzs family., .
I believe it is vital to cevelop a program that wili help the girls
secure a life of dig;mity and sélf-wor’th, and imperative that the
students know that someo;‘xe does care! ©

Reimburseme;mt in California at the present time can be
received fz:om statc ;unds to the school districts through the
prO\;isions for funding of the physically handicapped. School
districts may also receive funds under the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act, Title I, Education for the Disadvan-
tagéd, local funds and community services,

Funding provided by the State of California, Education

Code Section 6802, as amended by AB-1267, as of iuly, 1973

is:




)
\
..:,0 - o X . < Edo Title ’5
Programs Authorized ¥ Code State Admin. -
Section Support Code
Special Day Class .

self-contained, 20 ADA 6802.1 $26, 500 ,18102
Individual Instruction 6802.1, 1,300 ADA 18102.9
Other Remedial Instruction 6802. 1 2,000 ADA 18102.9
Remecdial Physical Education  680%.1 775 ADA 18102.9
Driver Training 17305. 7 -200 pupil
Transportation ) 6807. 8 389 ADA 18060

B

Determination should be made whether the progran'; will
include allowing the mother to bring her baby to school if she has
not completed her education by the time the baby is born. The

attendance of school-age mothers is very important to the financial

part of the program because, of course, their attendance affects

the amouhi; of state support the school district will receive. Trans- -

portation is a necessary element of these school-age mothers
programs, as the girls attend one school district-wide, and in

some cascs the distance is great. State funding for transporta-

“tion is provided at $389 per unit of average daily attendance, but

it is limited to the period between the fifth month of pregnancy
and delivery, ‘unless the distance exceeds two miles or unless a
licensed physician and surgeon finds that walking is inimical to

the health of the expectant mother or developing child. . If a




district contracts with a bus company {or service, it should be
pointed out that the number of passengers will vary from month
to month, and the distance to be traveled will change regularly.
. It is recommended that small buses be used insteadbof one large ~
bus so that girls will not have to travel far each morning and after-

noon. Also, the large buses can be ~ough riding for the gi'rl_s when

they are in their final months of pregnancy.

If made a component of the program, an equipped nursery
: = j

will be necessary. The nursery can also serve as a labc satory
where the young mother and, at times, the father, learn to care {

for the baby. The mother very often has no-one willing to care \

for her baby whilc she.goes to school; therefore, the opportunity

to bring the baby to school with her will be another enabling factor

toward her graduation from high school.

"The South San Francisco/Jefferson program has a nursery-
day care, o;'iginally fund.cd by the State of California, and now by
the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors as a child-care center.
The center is housed in a nearby church and has a staff of two. This

is a licensed day-care program for infants two weeks old to one year

of age. There is a cha’rge‘ of 25¢ per day, with the money used for
- play-equipment. Each young parernt knows how the money is spent
and why the fee is necessary.

The San Mateo Union High Sch‘ool District program has an

infant center located on the school site. The nursery is funded by

11 |
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a local, private foundation and has a full-time director. The Infant

Carc Center is established through California SB-1860 which pro-
> w - :

‘vides for establishment and mainienance of programs for the care

-

and devclopment of infants and the training of students in their role
as parents as part of the high school program. The dire%tor of the
ir;fant .center provides a model for the care of and the interaction
‘with'{he babies. Many young parents have had r;lg;’previous exposure
to parenting from their parents or'other caretéxk’iars. The.ballnies may
stay in the center until the mother graduates.

) Registration requirements for entrance into the Schc:ol-Age
Mothers Program include a verification of pregnancy signed by the
parent or'person legaily responsible for the girl if she is unr:narried,
or by the girl herself if she is married. ) '

Students must\attend‘g minimum school day which is 240
minutes as defined by the California Administrative Code (Title 5,
Section 2610).

*  Since pregnancy is not a permanent condition, the enroll- *
ment will not be stable. The girls enter and leave the program at
various fimes throughout the year. The length of time a girl re-
mains in the School-Age Mothers Program is a‘ep;:n.dent upon her
delivery date. However, enrollme'nt can bc; continued upon the
written ;'ecommendation‘ of a licensed physician and surge;):': (Cali-, ~

. .

fornia Administrative Code, Title 5, Section 3642). _f this recom-

-
- .

mendation continues to be given by the doctor, it is possible for

-
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the girl to Temain in the program until graduation. Each school

district should analyze this possibility and adopt a termination

policy based upon the criteria of what would be most beneficial to

the girl involved.

.
B

School districts in California have made the following

policies regarding the length of time a student can be enrolled in '

B .,

a School-Age Mothers Program (pregnant minor class):* -

10

2.

£

\Each district must decide which grades it can serve. The .

grade span in the State of California for these special classes varies

Until she-delivers; . -
Until physically and emotionally prepared to return to

regular school;*

End of semester following delivery;*

Graduation; *

Marriage;

Six weeks pestpartum;
Maximum tirpe one year;* -
Doctor's rec;ommenaation. =

*Jefferson/South San Francisco program

-

to include students from the sixth through the twelfth grade. (San

Mateco ""~ion High School District contracts for intei’district_ attend -
ance with the elementary districts when such placement is necessary.)

The majority of the programs serve studghts in grades 9 through 12,

.

.

: 323
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Girls .under the age of sixteen réquire quite a different
program from those over sixteen. The concept of motherhood is
often bevond the young girl; attention span in any subject area is
noticeably shorter, more individual time of ;he teacher is required
along with more repetition of course conéent; and her pregnancy is
likely to be the result of dis.turbed family relatioﬁships; therefore,
much more individual counseling time will be required.

In addition to providing the COl.lrSQ:S of stur:iy to enable the
girls to continue where they left off in the ;:egu"ﬁ:'zr program, some
special courses are desirable and necessary. &s girls are admitted
at any time during .the school year, educaifonz} demands upon ;:he
program are different frormA those normalﬂ’:yfem:émhéered by regular
school situations.

Appropriate instructional materials should relate to the

student, provide for initial success, give a stimulating first im- _

pression, allow for absences, serve a diversity of learning abilities,

and kesp within the educational budget. The program, of necessity,

must be designed on an individual basis, and each girl's academic

work must be scheduléd to start where she left off in"the régular

school program. , .
The credits earned in the specizl program must be equal
to the district's standards so that they will be accepted by the girl's

previous school should she return there i complete her high school

work. It is recommended that the-original schaol issue the diploma

A
145




to the girls who complete }equirennents rrather than having dipiomas
issued by a special program. -
The academic program must be supplement;ed by counseling
and guidance, instruction in the area of Prenatal care, postnatal
_care, inférft managemer;t and family planning (Administrative Code,
Title 5, Section 3644). The Materr;al-Child Health class sh?uld be
designed specifically for the school-;\ge pregnant gi@z;l. The cor;tent
of the classwork must be flexible since the thirteen-year-old girls’

neced different training from that required by the.eighteen-year-old

- ,

éir,ls. Anloutline for such a class can @nclude:
1. reproductive system
2. nutrition ) .-
3. pregnancy.
4. labor and delivery
5. postpartum period . -

6. medical problems

7. ingant - child care.

»

In addition to films, lectures and discussion period, a field.

trip to the obstetrics department of a‘local‘};os‘pi‘tal can be an edu-

" cational experience which will eliminate some of th; fears which
some of the. girls will have. Other field trips depend upon the r;eeds
of the students and the offe_rings of the community,

"It is especially impaortant to stress nutrition and the neces-

sity for a good diet during pregnancy. It is a known fact that the

12




diet of teenagers is very poor, regardless of the socio-economic
status of the family. The National Institute of Child Health reports
evidence that: - |

1. When a fetus receives inadequate nutrition, the infant is
born small; and \

2. Up to 50% of premarturely born infa'nts grow up with an
'intelle‘ctual 'cpmpetence significantly below that of others
of that age.

A business training program should be dc;signed individually
for each girl s0 she may le'arn the skills which will help her to be-
come economically independent.

Counseling is an important part of the curriculum. It is

needed on both an individual and group basis to enable the girls to

better understand themselves and provide the opportunity for sharing

of mutual concerns. Individual attention imparts the feeling that

-

someone cares. The program should be flexible enough so that the
girls may request help for their crises and problems at any time

of day.

Home Economics classes should be designed to meet the

.unique needs of the school-age mother. Course content offered in
the home economics departments in the district should be made
available in addition to the Maternal Child Health class which

should be required. of cach girl entering the program. The

»
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curriculum should include food classes, clothing, consumer education

-and child development,

Physiéal Education classes, including prenatal exercises,
can be available to each girl. This program componant is part of
Remedial Physical Eduqation (California Education Code Section

6802.1) and is funded by the state,

4

Many programs benefit from the help of;volunte_ers. The
South San Francisco/Jefferson pyrogram has developed ""Friends to -
Teen-age Parents, ' a voliunte‘er group formed to provide a program
of volunteer ad\ilt_ support.for isolatgd a‘nd inexperienced t:een-age\
parents, gecause young parents have significant problems to work
through, their futures _a“r_;‘d the futures of their infant childre;; v;,ill

‘be determined by whatéve;r degree of success they have while very
young Parents. Frie'nd's to Teen-age Parents Hope_s. to increase the

likelihood of successful parenting by establishing non-authoritarian

friendships and sharing.insights on managing households and child

care. The program includes:

1. recru‘itihé,v training and supervision of adult volunteers
wishing to provide friendship and assi‘s;.tance to single
adolescent parents or couplc‘es with infants or young_
children; 4

2. efforts to Li'educe the incidence and impact of probI;rﬁs‘

that frequehtly grow out of inexperienced parenthood,

e. g. child neglect, abandonment, abuse, etc.; and

X+ — - -
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3. making apf)ropriate referrals to professional counselors
in fields such as fa'.mily planning, adoptions, health,

welfare, education and employment,

- »

The problem of the pregnant teen-age girl involves not only-- ' | /
the girl but also the infant and the young father, To date, the fathér
has had very little support in the way of specialized programs. He

is seldom talked about and rarely studied., Statistics show that the
: ! .
- father will be approxirﬁnately the sume.age, at the same grade level
. J *

|
in school, and in the same socio-economic status as the girl, - The

I
- | .

. very obvious fact that for every teen-age mother there is a father,

usually young, has been virtually ignored by social agencies and the

helping professions. We have failed to see him as a person with
feelings, sensitivities, in need of help.

The counseling service should be open to the father as well

as the mother, scheduled in conjunction with the girl, or on an indi-

%
A

'vidt;al basis. Wi{ile mucH remains to be done to change attitudes - .
toward t}3e father, there is Beginning réco.gnition of the importance
of involving him. ~ The Vista Del Mar, California project, -f:ur/mded
by the Children's Bureau, has demonstrated tha.t' most you;xg fathers
are rqéponsivg to offers ;>f counseling services.

Thg San Mateo program conducts a-bi-mbnthly meeting for

the school-aged parents and the grandparents, The programmi'r)g

focuses on the roles and needs of young mothers, young fathers and

-
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,- their parents. The teacher also counscls. fathers about further

~ s
L, T

- . schooling, marital and family problems, and job placement.

|

Somé of the problems which can be expected in a School-age

“

Mothers Program may include: -

~ -

Al v

- - 1. Excessive absences due to physical problems or baby's

illness;

- -

2. Depression caused by social and emotional problems;

3. Discipline problems; -

4. Difficulty in maintaining incentive in the girls to study

when the classroom atmospheré is more relaxed than

what they have experienced in the regular school programs;‘g

4

4
- 5. Pressure from some girls to try to change the decisions

y

>

of others regarding keebing the baby or relinquishing it;
6. Dependent upon the ethnic makeup 9f the community, it
. mMay be necessary that sPecial é.ctiortms be taken to be
sure that program is not labeled, as girls from all
ethnic groups enroll in School-age Mothers programs. \

There is the need for aggressive outreach techniques to reach other

than middle-class white pregnant girls. Because agencies have a

history of services to white girls, others who do know that an agency
is there may well believe that it is not for them. Efforts to dispel
this ,req(iires imaginative techniques to reach those who are being

’

missed.,

R
Teus
NS >




17

Implications o

The term “high risk" has been used extensively to apply to
child rer; of pooxi parents. who, ‘witho‘ut environmental intervention,
might come to be ‘classified as mentally r.etarded. "High risk' is
also now aﬁpiied to mothers, particularly those girls who have a
‘child before 15 years of age. The high-risk child of a high-risk
mother, if born alive, is fr.equently premature and is usually of
lower birth weight, It is a well-known fac.:t that prematurity in itself
is associated with'a variety of handi‘capping conditions. The estimate )
of school-related problems in the premature population is as high
as 75%. 4 Thus, the accele rgtion of teen-age births due to matura-
tion at an earlier age is not 'only a social problem for the young
peo1;1e involved, but is a major contributing factor in the increase
in infant deaths and in the nu;mqbers of school-related problems,

r——

“particularly if thé child also resides in poverty and suffers dietary,

-

medical and social deficits.
This leads me to ask, ‘why do we not give exposure to all

students to a child developmental curri¢ulum in junior high and

~
-

senior high schools, particularly in those communities where the

data show that teen-age oregnancies are likely to occur? Each

- -

4 M. S. Meyer, editor, ''Second Westérn Symposium-on
Learning: Early Learning"; Western Washington State College,
1971, PP- 5.21.




student can profit from learning basic techniques -of child growth
and development, as well as parenting interaction patterns which

-

can prevent or alleviate handicapping conditions in a .child.
. : ] There are patently sgveral benefits students may derive
from an exposure to the wa;y infants grow:
1. Such exposure may enhance the students' appreéiation
- of human life and the marvelously equipped body most
children are born with;
2, Itis hoped that; students will become aware of the
- enormous, responsibility 6;’ becoming a parent, not
only of providing egonc?mic goods but also’of ‘ensuring
psychologfc'al suppo -t énd response to the growing

-
infant;

3. Itis hoped that students will become sensitive to what
» it means to be a handicapped person and to regard the

‘handicapped person as an individual who suffers some
sensosy lack or deficit but s‘till: p;)ssesses the same
basic needs and desires as any other human; .
4, It is hoped that students will become a;;vare of the
various roles and agencies in o.ur society for infant
. ‘ well-being and care so that in case of need they may ‘

seek the services of these agencies, and, of equal

importance, they may see the possibility of preparing

-

<1

-
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for émployment in child-related fields, either as full
professionals or as sui)porting aides.

‘ The elements of suc.h an educationa.l program can be found
in the curriculum of ”E..\:ploring Childhood, " Education for Parent-
hgx;d, The Offite of Child Development, and U, S. Office of Education,
l;epartment of Health, tI?,duc;ation a;xd Welfare, Washington, D.C., One.
objectiw? of "Exploring Childhood" is to help stud;nts move from a:n
empha;sis on themselves to a concern for the young child, and then
" to a new self-awarcness., A key goal is to strengthen the family unit
" as the most important influence in a child's life.
San Mateo County Department of Healtli’and Welfare cooper-
ates with the South San Francisco Unified School District in yet
another way. The program coordinator qf the Heaith and Welfare
~Service Center for Pregnant Girls is teaching fhe <.:ourse., "Under-
sltanding Adolescent Sexuality.' Her intent is to prepare parents as ’
the main sources of’s'ex-‘related information for their children. The
focus of this course is that sexuality is part of being human; love and
o trust are also involved. Because of these qualities, the topic of
adolescent sexuality does belong in the hérr:ne and car; strengthen
- rather than divide families. The curriculum includes ;exuality
during the-primary years, begin;ming at birth, and is open to parent}s

residing in the district. This office also, serves as a counseling agency

for pregnant girls, their husbands or boyfriends, and is coordinated

e

with the School-Age Mothers Programs located in San Mateo County.
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The legal status of married students should provide the frame-
work for policies within the schools. Restrictive policies run directly
counter to the married students' legal rightto attend the };ublic schools,

Perhaps school boards should consider thesé quiestions asked
by Donald R, Warren in the ""Phi Delta Kappen”:5 What is the effect of
pregnant and/or married students on the school climate and the face
of student life? Do they have a maturing or disruptive effect? Are
student-te’acher relationships altered? Are the size of the student
population, the location' of the school (e. g. in an urban center or a
sma.ll town), and the mafital status of the pregnant student factors

to be considered in the development of programs to_meet the needs of

-

teenage parents?
The past five years have scen a .marked expansi;)n of the
) le'ga_l r‘ights of teenagers. Most significant has })eqn the reduction )
of the age of ‘majority from 21 to 18 years in 40 states. In the area °
of medical care, several states have in the past few years, by statute
or judicial decision, endorsed the "matu;'e min.or doctrine, " under
which a minor who is sufficiently mature to understénd the nature
and consequences of r;qedical treatment, may have such treatment
yvitliodt parental consent.
Courts have ruled that married students and pregnant stu-
dent.:s (x:narried or not) can participate in extracurricular activities

-in those instances when:

5 October, 1972. .-,3
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1. School officials could not prove that "any inconvenience

6

or damage' was "suffered';° and

2. No "dis-ruption of or ir;terference with school activities
or threat of harm to oéher studentsﬂ” coulé be linked to
the appearance of a pregnant, unmarriéd student at
extracurricular activities. 7

Compulsory attendance requirements for married students

have generally been held invalid by the courts, but the courts have
-.consistently upheld. the-powér of school boards to reéulate co-curricu-
lar activitie; of married students. Such activities, in order to be
. . regulated, must not be part of the academic prpgnam.
School boart;ls cannot legally suspend a married student
from the public schools on the basis of marriage alone; however,
they can legally suspend a married student temporarily if the ;iistriét

can show that the suspension is necessary for the orderly operation

of the school. School boards .cannot legalliy suspend or expel married

b4 “ 4

students from the public schools because.they have committed
"immoral' acts unless the school béard can show that the married
students are of "immoral character." The fact that a recently
married girl gives birth to a child which was conceived out of wed-
lock is insufficient evidence for. legally suspending her.fz:om the

public schools. .

-

6 Wellson v. Calparaiso Community Schools, Indiana 1971,

7O0rdway v, Hargrove, 1971,

. (24




o
Some suggested guidelines, as suggested by B, B. Brown,

Assistant Dean, Baylor University, Waco, Texas, to help bring

school policies closer in line with each other and with the intent of

-

the law, are:

I. Esxpulsion, suspension or discouragement from contin-

ued attendance in sch?ols are not sound solutions'to
the problems of student marriages;

2. All school boards should study school-age m’arriage as
it exists in each school as the first step in developing
policie‘s and practices with whiéh both students and

P -

~ schools can live;

o

3. High school stuéent marriages should be discouraged

through classroom instructional activities on the many

advantages of waiting until one has finished high school
(with classroom instruction in marriage and family life

problems as the broad frame of reference);

4. No restrictive policy should prohibit students from con-

tinued education after marriage. In no case should there

be a‘policy to forbid married students the right to attend

the public schools. It is recommended that district

boards take steps to update their policies in this area;

- .

5. State Departments of Education could help meet the

] .
problem constructively by developing regulations to be

in use in all schodl districts of the state, thus. eradicating




inconsistencies in policies and eliminating expensive

legal entanglement in meeting the néeds of married

-

students.

Also, for well over a century, local school officials and - .

courts have tended to view unwed pregnant mothers as a ''contami-

nating influence, !* analogous to an infectious disease. Importance

must be viewed in the contexf of fundamental policy questions which

pregnant students pose in challenging their exciusion from school.

-

Such exclusion is'in violation of rights to equal protection under the

law if dismissal from school is solely because of pregnancy (Ordway

v. Hargrove, Massachusetts, 1971).

*

The vast majority of schools in the United States do not have

classes for pregnant teenagers, nor do they px:ovide pregnant girls

with 4 home teacher; exclusion from school is the most prevalent

., -

-

action taken.

I think that, as s_c?"\ol board members, w.e should ask:

-
.

should the public expect sciiool policies, programs and attitudes .

that open futures, 'not close them; that promote not social isolation
but inclusiveness and affection for learning among students, inciuding

those who are pregnant, unmarried and married? Inclusiveness,-of .
2 * .

course, was one of the objectives public schools were criginally ’

intended to realize. It was a good dream. It still is, . ] s

— -




